"Project Awareness" – 

Communications Center for Karnei Shomron

Since the beginning of the second Palestinian intafada, the Israeli government’s hasbara, or public relations, efforts have not recognized the concerns of those of us living in Yesha (Yehuda, Shomron and Aza).


The Palestinian Authority’s news agency and the left-wing organization Peace Now are among the only organizations continuing to offer tours of Yesha to journalists, presenting only Palestinian claims to the land. At the same time, the Israeli government’s position on Yesha has de-legitimized the Jewish State’s claim to the lands while weakening its position to only a state within the pre-1967 borders. 

Members of the Karnei Shomron community, backed by the Karnei Shomron Foundation, are working to change this by establishing the Karnei Shomron Communications Center. With over 200 native-English-speaking families, who can act as ambassadors on behalf of these important areas of Israel, Karnei Shomron is the perfect location for such a center as we work to ensure that this community, as well as the dozens of communities around us, do not become the next  Gush Katif.
The Karnei Shomron Communications Center, led by volunteers from the English-speaking community, will work in three complementary areas: Hasbara and Educational activity on behalf of Judea and Samaria; bringing tourism to the Karnei Shomron area; and encouraging aliyah.

Work has already begun. In the area of tourism, the committee has already:

Produced a promotional tourism brochure for distribution; created written material about Karnei Shomron including a profile and fact sheet, and set up an internet site; made contact with tour groups, missions, organizations and congregations; hosted groups in Karnei Shomron; and began developing a tourism infrastructure including developing a Biblical history of the Karnei Shomron area (presently in research stage at the Midreshet Shilat Seminary for women located at Alonei Shilo) and developing additional recreational attractions in the area. 

In the area of aliyah, the committee has developed a promotional brochure for potential olim; created a guide for the new oleh; set up a mentoring program for new olim; and established working relationships with the major aliyah assistance organizations.

The hasbara arm of the committee is working to develop a power point presentation on the area geared to different populations; continues to write letters as needed to newspaper editors around the country; and remains available to provide tours, information and interviews for journalists. We would also like to bring media leadership from around the world for a special VIP tour of the Shomron with an emphasis on security lead by retired Army experts and terrorism experts.  

The Karnei Shormon Communications Center plans to cooperate with communities abroad to promote these issues. We are not only looking for assistance in funding the center, but for a true partnership to educate the public about Israel beyond the 1967 borders and to distribute original information. 

The committee plans to work with Midreshet Shilat to develop a complete biblical history of the Karnei Shiomron area, which will attract both Jewish and non-Jewish tourism. The Shomron area is rich in Jewish heritage dating back to Biblical times, and has seen Jewish settlement throughout the years. The area is home to many archeological sites, including wine and olive presses, that bolster our claims to the land.  Many Palestinian villages, as well, bear the names of the ancient Jewish settlements that once flourished here. 

The committee also plans to create a tourist center at the Midrasha, located on a hill overlooking Karnei Shomron, which would be run as a business enterprise and charge groups for tours. The Midrasha is home to about 70 students (many native English speakers), who are all post-national service. 

Here is how you can help: 

Produce a short promotional film on the rich history of the Karnei Shomron area -

for use in the center, to send to potential visiting groups, for fundraising efforts and for public relations efforts



$15,000

Establish an information desk for journalists and visitors to the community   $50,000
Create a tourist center on Alonei Shilo 



        $20,000
Bring group of media leaders for security, historical tour of Shomron
         $25,000

