Community Center for Karnei Shomron

When six-year-old Amichai leaves home for his municipal-run karate class he heads to a neighborhood miklat (bomb shelter), for the hour of instruction. His older sister Sara also studies art in a nearby shelter. The buildings are damp and cold in the winter and stifling the rest of the year. 

A recent concert by a Russian-Israeli piano prodigy attracted nearly 200 local residents who jammed into a room in the senior citizens center designed to accommodate only about half the crowd. 

The community library is stuffed into trailers, scattered throughout the community's five neighborhoods. When community organizations hold a meeting or a program they must squeeze into a private home or the small gymnasium of a local elementary school. 

Karnei Shomron has come a long way since its founding in 1977 on three barren hilltops in Western Samaria. The handful of idealistic young families have grown into 6,500 men, women and children comprising 1,500 families in five neighborhoods, including more than 200 families originating from English-speaking countries. 

Most residents travel outside the community for work and school, often spending more than an hour a day in travel time. When they come home in the evening they would like to take advantage of cultural activities and courses close to home in pleasant surroundings. During the recent years of terror and suicide bombings, families are also reluctant to brave dangerous roads for a concert or just a movie. It leaves our residents feeling suffocated both culturally and socially. 

The time has come for the residents of  Karnei Shomron to have a central address for cultural and community activities. The municipality began building a community center more than two years ago, but it has remained just a shell since funds either had to be diverted to meet pressing security needs or simply dried up. So far, 7 million shekel (about $1.5 million) of community money has been invested in the building. 
Plans for the center include an auditorium with a stage, a two-story lending library, activity rooms, a coffee lounge, a dance and ballet room, a ceramics studio and a music room. 

A cobblestone town square will be located between the community center building and senior citizens’ activity center and will be an excellent place for community events such as street fairs, exhibitions, carnivals and other family activities. 

Here is how you can help… 

Lending Library 

(1464 sq. feet)
 
$200,000

Coffee Lounge

(1076 sq. feet)

$116,000

Administration offices 
(1624 sq. feet)

$175,000

Entrance lobby 

(1076 sq. feet)

$116,000

Auditorium and Stage 
(3120 sq. feet)

$336,400

Dressing room 

(376 sq. feet)

$40,000

Town Square

(10,760 sq. feet)

$200,000

Activity room (2)

(420 sq. feet)

$45,000

Music room 

(1862 sq. feet)
 
$200,000

Learning Center 

(1528 sq. feet)

$164,720

Reading library

(1399 sq. feet)

$150,800

Dance and Ballet room 
(10,468 sq feet)

$179,800

Sculpture room 

(538 sq. feet)

$58,000

Ceramics room

(1,075 sq. feet)

$116,000

Opportunities are available to dedicate rooms, sections and facilities.
