Bringing cultural activities to the Shomron

Children’s faces light up as they see fireworks at the annual Independence Day celebration. Young adults clap and sing along to the music of a popular Israeli band performing a live concert in a local park. Members of the community gather to see a public screening of the latest winner of the Israeli Ophir Award (local equivalent of Academy Awards).  On any given day, dozens of senior citizens expand their horizons in a biblical literature class or a course that analyzes the efficacy of communications in society and politics. 

Cultural activities are an important component to any vibrant community. They are important to stimulate interest and enthusiasm in each and every individual in the community, and the events serve as an essential block in community building.

The residents of Karnei Shomron look forward to certain community events every year. They also recall the days when concerts in the park, plays and movies in the local gymnasium and community lectures were regular events. 

When municipal budgets are stretched to the breaking point, cultural activities are often the first to be cut. In recent years, the municipality has suffered from several decreases in its allocations from the state, and increased costs in areas such as security and assistance to the less fortunate. And the cultural life of Karnei Shomron has suffered as a result. 

Karnei Shomron is also home to a michlahlah, or continuing education college. Many of the communities’ older residents, especially retirees and senior citizens, enjoy taking courses during the day at the michlahlah, which is based in the “Golden Age Center.” But the courses get more expensive each year as the municipal subsidy continues to be reduced, which means that many of the students, who are on fixed budgets, have reluctantly had to cancel their participation. 

Last year, after a hiatus of many years, the entire community got involved in the Adloyada, a community celebration of Purim, which brings together both secular and religious participants. The students of each school and kindergarten/nursery dressed in thematic costumes and marched together in a parade throughout the community. Afterwards they were awarded prizes and then came together for a large street carnival. It was the talk of the town for weeks. 

The head of the community center confesses that sometimes she brings a cultural event to the community and hopes she will be able to raise, charge and find enough money to cover it. Because of this, the events are few and far between. 

Here is how you can help: 

Michlalah (continuing education college) 


Sponsor a literature course for the entire year
   $3,000


Send a senior citizen to a full-year course

   $450


Send an entire class on a field trip to a Biblical site 

  studied in the course (incl. bus, guide, entrance fees)    $7,000

Adloyada - community Purim celebration

   (Includes prizes, midway rides, parade floats) 
    $12,000


Community Independence Day celebration


   (Includes fireworks, program of song and dance)
     $25,000

One man live musical show

                                  $1000

