Helping our Brother in time of need
Living a Jewish life, even in Israel, can be a costly proposition. Many who can not afford the ritual items they need to live a full Jewish life often do without, or they cut corners on food and other necessities in order to purchase what they need. 

The Keren Achiezer Achisamach (Helping My Brother Fund) was set up in 1996 through the Karnei Shomron office of religious affairs to help needy families here lead Jewish lives, as well as keep food on the table and roofs over their heads. 

The fund helps families to purchase religious items such as tefillin and mezuzot, to pay for Torah learning and religious instruction, to make religious weddings and britot for new immigrants and to purchase two-seat, Shabbat-approved "Kalnoit" carts for the elderly to enable them to go to synagogue on Shabbat.  The fund also assists families in purchasing medical equipment and medicine, provides weekly food packages and special food packages before major holidays, offers loans and grants for needy families, and has a warehouse of donated household items for those who can not afford to purchase new items.

The fund holds special fund drives when there are greater needs in the community. Most recently, the fund raised money to help 25 families from the destroyed Gush Katif community of Netzarim, who are living in Karnei Shomron as guests of the community while awaiting their permanent housing in Ariel. 
Ovverhead for the fund is minimal since everyone involved in running it is a volunteer.

