Tzofim – The Scouts
The campsite and meeting area for the local Scouts has taken shape in an empty lot across from a wooded area in Karnei Shomron, anchored by an old shipping container painted in bright colors with the symbol of the Scouts as its centerpiece. Tree limbs tied together with rope in special knots create a fence around the area. Strings of small lights twinkle from the fence and trees in the area.  

Signs for each year’s Scouts opening event began to appear as soon as the school year starts. This year an old sheet was hung across from the campsite and turned into a makeshift Sponge Bob Square Pants to attract attention to the Scouts and their opening event, as youth sat outside near it and tried to interest others in the scouts. 
The Scouts in Karnei Shomron recently celebrated ten years of operation. Before that, non-religious teenagers living here did not have any organization to belong to, and not enough with which to fill their days. Teenagers  here and around the country who do not attend Scouts or another organized activity often turn to substance abuse and violence.

Part of the mission of the Scouts is to teach our children about values, citizenship and the importance of education and learning. The Tzofim is also a place where we build the future leaders of Israel through our activities in the community as well as at seminars throughout the country. 

Founded in 1919, the Tzofim (Scouts) was the first Zionist youth movement in Israel.  Today, the Tzofim is the only official "National Youth Movement" in the country. It was the first egalitarian Scouting movement in the world, where boys and girls participate together on an equal basis.  

Currently, there are over 60,000 Jewish Tzofim in nearly 100 cities, towns, moshavim and kibbutzim.  Over 1/3 of the Tzofim tribes are located in development towns and challenged neighborhoods. Karnei Shomron has an active Scouts movement that is part of the Israel Boy and Girl Scout Federation.
The Federation is a non-partisan organization. It is the only youth movement in the country not affiliated with any political body, therefore, not supported by any such body. The values of international Scouting are an important aspect of the Federation activities. Strengthening education for social values and co-existence and fostering tolerance between all segments of the population..

A year's membership in the Karnei Shomron Scouts costs 400 shekel, or just under $100. There are about 120 Scouts members; but there are many others who would like to participate in Scouts on a regular basis but who cannot afford to pay the yearly membership fee as well as some of the extras that come up though out the year.  In addition, many of the youngsters are not able to afford to participate in the trips and seminars that will groom them to be future leaders in the Scouts, the community and the State. 

The local municipality has recognized the value and importance of the Scouts. However, when we have turned to the local municipality to help support the Scouts, our requests have gone unanswered because of more pressing needs in the community. 

 The lack of ability to pay has already caused some potential Scouts great embarrassment in front of their peers. 
Here is how you can help:

Pay membership dues for one scout for one year   $100

Send a  Scout to a leadership seminar $50

