Providing security for the community

Security is much more than a fence with a guard at the community's gate. There must be security precautions throughout the inside of the community, security posted outside of the community and a FEELING of security permeating the entire community. 

Within Karnei Shomron there are three civilian security cameras, two in permanent locations and one portable. These cameras will assist a set of Ministry of Defense cameras, to be installed when the Ministry has the funds to do so. In addition to the cameras we already have in place, Karnei Shomron requires several more civilian infrared cameras. 
In addition to the cameras, the Karnei Shomron Rapid Response Team, which serves both our community and the smaller communities surrounding us, require special flashlights to patrol both inside and outside of the gates of the community, as well as a powerful projector to light up the side of the road as it patrols the area. The response team also requires additional communications equipment in order to relay information in the case of an emergency situation. 
Karnei Shomron is home to many people working in the medical profession. These citizens have selflessly offered their time and professional experience to help their community. Many of them wear beepers which notify them of a medical emergency in the area as soon as it is called in and they often make it to the site of a trauma before an ambulance can. These doctors were the first on the scene after a suicide bomber injured dozens and killed three teenagers at the local pizzeria in February 2002.  The security department of Karnei Shomron would like to supply each of these doctors with an emergency medicine kit, including a manual respirator, splint, bandages and other essential first aid equipment. 
But most importantly, a feeling of security must permeate the community in order for our residents to be able to live a normal life here and to encourage others to make their home here in Karnei Shomron. Our residents must feel personally prepared for the emergencies that we hope will never come. We plan to do this by offering courses to the community in emergency driving, shooting and first aid. 

In addition we must support our local sons and daughters as they enter the Israel Defense Forces. We plan to offer them a course to prepare them for their army service, and then to follow up with visits from members of the community and packages from "home." In addition, we would like to offer our local soldiers assistance grants for housing or education in exchange for a year of service to the community when they finish the army.
Since the evacuation from Gush Katif, there has been a notable lack of respect for the army on behalf of many youth across the country, including here in Karnei Shomron. This lack of respect for authority has also extended to include teachers, parents and government institutions.  Here in Karnei Shomron we plan to establish a series of workshops and retreats between local youth and social workers, psychologists and rabbis to address these issues in a non-threatening way.  
The most important way to improve security in the community is to continue to populate it, particularly new neighborhoods of young people who represent our future in the Shomron. Now, the future of Karnei Shomron is in the neighborhood of Neve Menachem, located between the hills of Karnei Shomron and Alonei Shiloh. Neve Menachem, named for the late Prime Minister Menachem Begin, must be strengthened in order to successfully connect all the hills.

There are currently 600 lots for 1200 housing units (duplexes) already officially zoned and approved in Neve Menachem. There are also plenty of spaces available for mobile homes, which is an inexpensive option for young couples just starting out or for small families. Many young families have expressed interest in moving to Neve Menachem, but are struggling to find a way to manage it financially. 

We plan to create a neighborhood of 30 caravans for young families. The families will live in the smaller caravans for a token rent for 2-3 years as they prepare to build their homes together in Neve Menachem. This project is vital for the future growth of Karnei Shomron and is a high priority of the municipal administration.

For information on funding a security course, equipment or donating a mobile home, contact Jay Shapiro at Foundation@karneishomron.co.il or call 718-690-9025. 
